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whereof I hold it my duty, in respect of the great place wherein your Majesty hath set me (being only made worthy by your grace) which maketh it decent for me to counsel you ad summas rerum, to intimate or represent to your Majesty thus much.
I do foresee, in ray simple judgment, much inconvenience to insue, if your Majesty proceed to this treaty with Spain, and that your Council draw not all one way. I saw the bitter fuuits of a divided Council the last Parliament ; I saw no very pleasant fruits thereof in the matter of the cloth. This will be of equal, if not more inconvenience ; for wheresoever the opinion of your people is material (as in many cases it is not), there, if your Council be united, they shall be able almost to give law to opinion and rumor ; but if they be divided, the infusion will not be according to the strength and virtue of the votes of your council, but according to the aptness and inclination of the popular. This I leave to your Majesty in your high wisdom to remedy. Only I could wish that when Sir John Digby's instructions are perfected, and that he is ready to go, your Majesty would be pleased to write some formal letter to the body of your Council (if it shall be in your absence) signifying to them your resolution in general; to the end that when deliberation shall be turned into resolution, no man (howsoever he may retain the inwardness of his opinion) may be active in contrarium.
The letters of my Lords of the Council with your Majesty touching the affairs of Ireland, written largely and articulately, and by your Majesty's direction, will much
write unto your Lp. upon good grounds), I doubt his M. will not only in Spain find cold and unlocked for answers, but will, I fear, fail of any other service to which this treaty may be made useful (although it should miscarry) if it be constantly and secretly managed. I presume to write thus much, lest whilst his M. is pleased herein to proceed with his accustomed wisdom, and his ministers employed by him with fitting duty and care, others either unwittingly or through averseness overthrow not his M.'s service and intention." (From a copy made by Mr. 'Gardiner from the original holograph.)ction shall be allowed to be doubtful, nay, averse, but only for other ends (for this I
